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Double Quintet Tour  

Two Quintets ς Two Sets ς Two New Albums - Ten Musicians 

Performance ς Masterclasses and Workshops  
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Kevin Figes 'Wallpaper Music' 

'A mind-expanding feast for the ears' .... The Guardian 

 

Kevin Figes 

Saxophonist, flautist, composer, arranger, musical director, educator, producer, founder of 
Pig records. 

Kevin Figes, a leading name in the Bristol music scene, began by studying with Elton Dean and 
attended the Guildhall School of Music and Drama studying with Tim Garland. An 
accomplished composer, his latest recording ('Wallpaper Music', recorded January 2021 and 
due for release in December 2021) represents a maturity of voice and attitude. 

The music is a unique amalgamation of a wide range of influences, including rock, free jazz, 
contemporary classical and folk. It oscillates throughout between lyrics and melodies and 
open improvisation. Music pursuing its own way, pushing against the mainstream or any one 
genre, it will have the audience gripped from beginning to end. 

 

This ensemble features: 

Kevin Figes ς Flutes, Saxophones 

Brigitte Beraha ς Voice 

Jim Blomfield ς Keyboards, Electronics 

Ashley John Long ς Bass 

Mark Whitlam ς Percussion 

 

 

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ōǳǘ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘΣ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŦǊƻƳ YŜǾƛƴ CƛƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴŘ ƘŜΩǎ 
ŀǎǎŜƳōƭŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǘΣ ƛƴǾŜǎǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛǘŀƭΣ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛǾŜ ƭƛŦŜέ ς aƛƪŜ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ ό{ǘ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎΣ .Ǌƛǎǘƻƭ ς 
review of first live performance June 27/06/2021)   

 

¢ƘŜ ŀƭōǳƳ Ψ²ŀƭƭǇŀǇŜǊ aǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлнм ƻƴ tƛƎ wŜŎƻǊŘǎΦ  

 

For more information please see: www.kevinfiges.co.uk 
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Kevin Figes Quintet Premiere of Wallpaper Music, St Georges 27th June, 2021  

Photo:  Janinka Diverio 
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Al Swainger ς Pointless Beauty 

ά9ǘƘŜǊŜŀƭ ōƭƛǎǎΧ ŀ ŦƛƭƳǎŎƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾƛŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀŘΧ ŀƴ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ 
standout jazz ŀƭōǳƳΦέ ς Martin Phillips (Some Diurnal Aural Awe) ς of the 2018 
release After & Before 
 
Al Swainger 
 
Electric & Double Bass player, Composer, Arranger, Musical Director, Educator, Producer, 
Digital artist and FX Specialist. 

Rich and eclectic atmospheres offer a musical platform in which to escape, daydream and 
stimulate emotion. A state of mind and in part, meditative philosophy. 
 
Pointless Beauty is the contemporary project of bassist, digital artist, composer and 
producer Al Swainger. A multi-instrumentalist from a young age, incorporating bass, piano, 
French horn, guitar, synths, computer sequencers and sound design.  
 
Inspired as much by Weather Report as Iron Maiden, Pink Floyd or Chick Corea, 
{ǿŀƛƴƎŜǊΩǎ sincerity and authenticity is clearly drawn from multiple influences. Combining 
instrumental quintet with computer based live sound manipulation, the new lineup for 2021 
features some of the UKs most exciting musicians. Long standing collaborators George Cooper 
(Haggis Horns, Abstract Orchestra, Jazz Defenders) and Jon Clark (Biophosmos, Camo Clave, 
Paper Dragon) join relatively new associations Ant Law (Tim Garland, Evelyn Glennie, Jason 
Rebello) and Gary Alesbrook (Kasabian, Super Furry Animals, Duval Project) to complete the 
ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀƭōǳƳΣ ΨIŜŀǊǘǎ Cǳƭƭ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜΩ was recently recorded and is currently being 
mastered due for release in early 2022. 

 

 

This ensemble features: 

 

Al Swainger ς Basses and Electronics 

Ant Law ς Guitar 

Gary Alesbrook ς Trumpet 

Jon Clark ς Drums and Ableton Live 

George Cooper ς Keyboards 

 

For more information please see: www.alswainger.com 
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Al Swainger Quintet 

!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ ŀƭōǳƳ ΨIŜŀǊǘǎ Cǳƭƭ ƻŦ DǊŀŎŜΩ 

May 2021 ς Photos:  Elmar Rubio 
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